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1X1 Responsive to communicationls) filed on Aug 30, 1999 . 

□ This action is FiNAL. 

□ Since this application is In condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 



3 month(s), or thirty days, whichever 
is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claims 

1X1 Claim(s) 1-4, 6-13, 22-28, 30-38, and 57-66 



is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above, claim(s) 
□ Claim(s) 



m Claim(s) 1-4, 6-13, 22-28, 30-38, and 57-66 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is Qpproved Qilsapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

□ Al! □ Some* DNone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

o 

□ received In Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement Is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
Attachment(s) 



□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

Xl Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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Primary Daimlnsr 



--- S££ OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES - 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-95) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. ^ 



Page 2 



Application/Control Number: 09/106565 
Art Unit: 2837 

1 The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

2^ Cla,m 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. .12, second paragraph, as being indefim.e for failing 
,0 particularly poin. ou, and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 

invention. 

use of the term "providing" is not a positive Umitation. It has been held that the r^itation that an 
element is "provided" to perform a function is no, a positive limitation but only requires the ability 
to so perform. It does not constitute a limitation in any patentable sense. 

improper timewise extension "f "SWto exclude g y P ^^^^ 

harassment by multtple /"t,°°?,t^^^^^^^ ,985); In re Van Ornun,. 686 

"""^"^Z LuS l" 1994!a registered attorney or agent of record may ^B" ^ term^^^^^^^ 
d^sclaime^TterxninaUisdaimer signed by the assignee must Mly comply wrth 37 CFR 3.73(b). 

4. Claims 1-4,6-13,22-28,30-38,57-66 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 

1- . 1 nflT Patent No 5828197 since the claims, if allowed, 
double patenting over claims 1-56 ot U. b. f aienx ino^_jo^o , 

would improperly extend the "right to exclude" already granted in the patent. 
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Art Unit: 2837 

The subject matter claimed in the instant appHcation is fully disclosed in the patent and is 
covered by the patent since the patent and the application are claiming common subject matter, as 
follows: interface apparatus for interfacing motion of a user manipulable object with a computer 
system, said interface comprising: user manipulable object , 3-d spatial mechanism, three 
actuators, sensor for detecting position of user manipulable object in 3-d space . 

Furthermore, there is no apparent reason why applicant was prevented from presenting 
claims corresponding to those of the instant application during prosecution of the application 
which matured into a patent. See In re Schneller, 397 F.2d 350, 158 USPQ 210 (CCPA 1968). 
See also MPEP § 804. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Karen Masih whose telephone number is (703) 308-3 108. 
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Karen Masih 
Primary Examiner 



